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EYE ON THE ENVIRONMENT | COASTAL CLEAN-UP DAY
CUSTOMIZED FOR COVID

Sep 16, 2020 | David Goldstein, Eye on the Environment, News, Ojai, Ventura, Ventura County | 0  |     

by David Goldstein, VCPWA, IWMD

For decades, the third Saturday in September has been designated “Coastal Cleanup Day.” 

Crowds of volunteers worked in teams at designated collection sites, gathering litter into bins atcentralized

spots. This year, the California Coastal Commission, which leads cleanup efforts inCalifornia, decentralized the

event to allow social distancing.

The commission urges volunteers to mobilize from 9 a.m. to noon each Saturday this month, 

focusing on neighborhood streets, local parks, local streams and rivers as well as the coast. 

Since litter washes downhill into storm drains and creeks, and from waterways out to the ocean,California

Coastal Cleanup Day included inland cleanup sites years ago.

This year, volunteers can participate in a solo cleanup or team up with their family or housemates. As always,

one of the goals of the annual California Coastal Cleanup is to collect data on the items collected. Data

collection will be accomplished this year through the free Clean Swell data collection app, available in English

and Spanish. For those unable to download the app, paper data collection cards are available, in English or

Spanish, through www.vccoastcleanup.org,which also has other guidelines and resources. Also, share your

cleanup experiences on social media, using the hashtags #coastalcleanupday and #protectyourhappyplace.

The inauguration of this annual event was in 1986, when Linda Maraniss and Kathy O’Hara, 

working for the nonpro�t Ocean Conservancy, organized 2,800 volunteers for an event in Texas. The Ocean

Conservancy, together with nonpro�t organizations and government entities in over 112 countries, grew the

event into the annual International Coastal Cleanup Day, regularly organizing over half a million volunteers per

year, according to the conservancy’s count at oceanconservancy.org.
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Last year, on Sept. 19, over 3,795 volunteers in Ventura County collected 16,210 pounds of trash and 1,117

pounds of recyclables from 50 miles of local beaches and inland waterways as part of International Coastal

Cleanup Day.

Ventura County Coastal Cleanup coordinator Lara Meeker urges people who hike this month to bring a glove

and a bag and collect litter for the cleanup. Some of Ventura County’s most prized nature areas, such as the

Punch Bowls trail near Santa Paula and Wildwood Park in Thousand Oaks, have been so affected by litter in

recent months that they have been shut down. Volunteers are barely holding back a similar fate for other sites.

For example, crowds littered areas around Ojai’s river trails so badly, the Ojai Valley Land Conservancy had to

hire workers to act as docents in sensitive areas. Also, volunteers based in Fillmore are organizing through

Facebook so they can mobilize to combat litter in the Sespe Wilderness.

Cortney Rasura, who lives in Ojai and hikes Ventura County trails at least once per week, 

stresses the importance of hikers joining the litter cleanup effort, especially this month. “If you hike, you may

not realize it, but you could be part of the problem,” she explained. “For example, a few weeks ago, I ate a

granola bar while hiking, and I put the wrapper in the outer pocket of my backpack. Later, when I opened the

pocket to get a Chapstick, the wrapper was gone. It must have fallen out. So I pick up litter that isn’t mine, and

if I accidentally litter, I hope someone will help correct my mistake.”

Site captains like Kate Furlong, of the Ventura Land Trust, and others associated with the 

Surfrider Foundation, will stay focused on some of the traditional sites where past organized 

cleanup events have recovered the most trash. “After the hot Labor Day weekend, we had lots of trash left on

our beaches,” noted Meeker, the Ventura County coordinator. “And sites like the Ventura River mouth are still

affected by urban runoff and litter upstream, so we de�nitely still need volunteers down at the beaches. Until

it’s safe to gather in large groups, we are going spread out, and we will clean up starting at our own front doors

to focus on preventing litter in our own neighborhoods from washing down to the coast in the �rst place.”

For more information: 

www.coastal.ca.gov/publiced/ccd/ccd.html 

www.vccoastcleanup.org/ 

www.oceanconservancy.org

Eye on the Environment is written by David Goldstein, an environmental resource analyst for the Ventura County

Public Works Agency. He can be reached at 805-658-4312 

or david.goldstein@ventura.org
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California Coastal Cleanup Day
venturabreeze.com/2020/09/09/california-coastal-cleanup-day-2/

Each year, California Coastal Cleanup Day welcomes more than 70,000 volunteers who pick up hundreds of thousands of pounds of trash and recyclables from beaches,
lakes, and waterways. The 3rd Saturday of September has been California Coastal Cleanup Day since 1985! The event brings awareness to the marine litter problem
and provides a way for community members to become directly involved in caring for their local environment and natural resources.

This marks the 35th annual event, however, due to health and safety orders, the state event organizers, the California Coastal Commission, and local organizers, the
Ventura County Coalition for Coastal and Inland Waterways, have made some adjustments. Instead of a organizing a volunteer event, these groups are encouraging the
Ventura County community to get out and clean up their local “happy places” every Saturday in September in celebration of the annual event.

This means beach cleanups start at our own front doors. Trash can travel through storm drains, creeks, and rivers to become beach pollution. Consider joining every
Saturday in September to help clean the beach by cleaning up in our own neighborhoods and local natural areas. Follow the Ventura County Coalition for Coastal and
Inland Waterways on social media for safety tips and ways to win prizes for photo contest submissions and more!

Learn more at www.vccoastcleanup.org. Or follow on Facebook @Ventura County Annual Coastal Cleanup Day and Instagram @VCCoastCleanupDay.

Ready To Go Solar? Solarize is Back.

Many of us are spending more time at home lately, so it’s no surprise that home improvement projects are booming. If you’ve considered adding home solar or battery
systems in the past, now may be the perfect time to take the leap.

CEC’s Solarize Ventura County is a program that makes it easier and more affordable for local homeowners to go solar. We use a group purchasing model and pass the
savings on so that homeowners can install solar electricity and battery storage systems at a discounted price through a streamlined and hassle-free process. Previous
Solarize Ventura County programs have already helped 225 homeowners go solar.

Please join CEC and Ventura County Regional Energy Alliance in celebrating Clean Air Day at our Solarize Webinar on October 7th to learn more.

https://venturabreeze.com/2020/09/09/california-coastal-cleanup-day-2/
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that have overtopped or spilled out the sides around the bridge. This new bridge will pass those flows,” said 
Hooke. 

Construction of the new bridge is expected to be completed by the end of next year. The existing bridge will 
remain in place until the new one is finished. 

In May of 2019, VCPWA was awarded a $13.4 million grant from the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
to construct the new bridge. 

Mary Larson, senior environmental scientist supervisor with CDFW, said models have shown that the new 
bridge should significantly enhance passage of southern steelhead. “We think the design will be very beneficial 
to steelhead; that it’ll help remove this pile of debris that has historically accumulated and made it hard for fish 
to pass upstream,” she said. 

Design for the bridge project was funded through a grant from the California State Coastal Conservancy. 
“We’re interested in habitat restoration, connectivity for habitat linkages, delivery of sand and sediment to the 
ocean, public access; the whole kit and caboodle,” Coastal Conservancy project manager Sam Jenniches told 
the Ojai Valley News on-site. 

Peter Sheydayi, deputy director with VCPWA-WP and project manager for the Matilija Dam Ecosystem 
Restoration Project, has been working on the project since 2005. 

Since 2017, the county has secured nearly $25 million in grant funding for dam removal, Sheydayi said. 

When asked if the start of actual construction on the new bridge felt a bit like sending your first kid off to 
college, Sheydayi replied, “Maybe it’s more like sending your 5-year-old off to kindergarten,” he said. “It’s still 
early. We still got a long way to go, but it’s a good start and we see a lot of successes in our future.” 

https://www.ojaivalleynews.com/?view=article&id=20314:bridge-means-end-is-nearer-for-dam&catid=856 

Eco-tip: Stopping illegal dumping through enforcement, 
prevention 
David Goldstein 
Special to Ventura County Star 

To catch people unlawfully dumping garbage during the past 
year, the Ventura County Public Works Agency installed 
motion-activated, hidden cameras in strategic locations along 
rural roads. 

The cameras upload images to the internet and send evidence 
of people dumping, showing their vehicle and license plates to 
county staff. In response, the agency files a police report, 
which is then investigated by the Ventura County Sherriff’s 
Office. In most cases a citation is issued, and the responsible 
party is required to appear in court. 
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Steve Mattern, an environmental specialist with the Ventura County District Attorney's Office, has assisted 
prosecutors in handling complaints against six illegal dumpers since the cameras were installed. The 
complaints charged the defendants for violating an anti-dumping ordinance. 

Although just a misdemeanor in most cases, consequences are serious. The court holds defendants 
responsible for restitution to the County of Ventura. To investigate, sheriff’s deputies come to the homes of 
those charged, and in addition to paying the financial costs of cleanup, the defendants are subject to court 
costs, fines and community service to the Public Works Agency. 

Despite this enforcement, illegal dumping continues. In 2020, Public Works crews and contractors collected 
278 mattresses illegally dumped along county roads, according to Anitha Balan, deputy director of operations 
and maintenance with Ventura County Roads and Transportation. 

In this case, dumping may be partly due to lack of information. Perhaps those who dumped would have 
brought their mattresses to a mattress recycling drop-off site if they had known mattresses may be dropped off 
free at four locations in Ventura County. Go to ByeByeMattress.com to find the location nearest to you. 

Sometimes illegal dumping is done by individuals trying to 
make a quick buck by using their truck to haul for others. You 
can prevent illegal dumping by hiring only legal haulers. The 
company collecting your residential refuse is the one you 
should call for bulky item disposal as well. For tires, choose a 
registered waste tire hauler at the CalRecycle 
website: calrecycle.ca.gov/tires/haulers. 

Calling your regular refuse hauler is also a good first resort 
because mattresses, sofas and other bulky items too big to fit 

into regular curbside carts will often be collected free. Waste haulers’ contracts with cities or the county 
generally require them to accept two to four bulky items per year from each home free of charge. 

In some cities, residents are allowed two separate collection days, while in most areas outside cities, contracts 
specify up to two items on a single visit once per year. 

Community cleanup days are another way to conveniently discard bulky items without cost. Although the 
program was suspended during the pandemic, most city and county contracts with haulers require haulers to 
provide annual events where residents can drop off material free. 

In the city of Oxnard, neighborhood groups request this service and arrange for bins on their street. In other 
areas, city or county staff rent a church, park or school parking lot for several hours on a Saturday and send 
fliers to the surrounding neighborhood, notifying residents of the opportunity. 

This program will resume soon, and in the meantime, waste service customers in some areas have been 
mailed passes for use of the Simi Valley Landfill and Recycling Center or a transfer station sending material to 
the landfill. The three east county cities have long had such an arrangement with the Simi landfill, which 
accepts material free of charge from their residents on specified days. 

Rather than dispose at all, if you have an item to discard, consider whether someone else might want it. Listing 
items free on Craigslist, Pennysaver or Freecycle often leads to free collection of discards. 

If you see illegal dumping, avoid confrontation to avoid violence, but make a note of the license plate number 
and the dumper’s appearance and vehicle type. Then contact the non-emergency number of the sheriff’s office 
at 805-654-9511. 

David Goldstein, Ventura County Public Works Agency environmental analyst, may be reached at 805-658-
4312. 
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Officials crack down on illegal dumping 
| June 10, 2021 

By David Goldstein 
Special to The Acorn 
 

 
DROP OFF—Cameras installed by the Ventura County Public Works Agency are keeping track of illegal 
dumping on roadways. Violators will be cited. 

The Ventura County Public Works Agency has taken steps to bring under control the persistent scofflaws who 
dump garbage along area roadways. 

The agency recently installed a series of motion-activated hidden cameras in strategic locations along rural 
roads. The cameras upload images of people dumping old mattresses, garbage bags, used furniture and other 
trash illegally. The public works staff uses the pictures to identify vehicle makes and license plate numbers. 
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The information enables the Public Works Agency to file a police report, which is investigated by the Ventura 
County Sheriff’s Office. In most cases, citations are issued and the responsible parties are required to appear 
in court. 

Steve Mattern, an environmental specialist with the Ventura 

County district attorney’s office, has assisted prosecutors in handling complaints against six people accused of 
illegal dumping since the cameras were installed. The complaints charged the defendants with violating the 
county’s anti-dumping ordinance. 

Courtesy photos 

Although the trash dumping on public roads is usually a misdemeanor, consequences from the activity can be 
serious. The court holds defendants responsible for restitution to Ventura County. 

In addition to paying the costs of cleanup, the defendants are subject to court costs, fines and community 
service for the Public Works Agency. 

But despite the enforcement, illegal dumping continues. 

In 2020, public works crews and their contractors collected 278 mattresses that had been illegally dumped 
along county roads, said Anitha Balan, Ventura County’s deputy director of operations and maintenance. 

Officials note that some of the dumping could be the result of a misunderstanding about where unwanted items 
can be left legally and where they cannot. For example, county residents can drop off mattresses for free at 
four mattress recycling sites. 

Information is available at byebyemattress.com. 

Sometimes illegal dumping is done by individuals trying to make a quick buck by using their truck to haul for 
others. Residents can prevent illegal dumping by hiring legal haulers only. 

The company collecting residential refuse is the one that should be called for bulky item disposal as well. For 
tires, choose a registered waste tire hauler at the CalRecycle website at www.calrecycle.ca.gov/tires/haulers. 

Mattresses, sofas and other bulky items too big to fit into curbside bins will often be collected by the refuse 
hauler at no extra charge. 
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Waste company contracts with area cities generally require the hauler to accept two to four bulky items per 
year from each home at no charge. In some cities, residents are allowed two separate collection days, while in 
most areas outside cities, contracts specify up to two items on a single visit once per year. 

Community cleanup days are another way to easily discard bulky items without cost. Although the cleanup 
program was suspended during the pandemic, most city and county contracts with haulers require them to 
provide annual events where residents can drop off material for free. 

In Oxnard, neighborhood groups request the service and arrange for bins on their street. In other areas, city or 
county staff rent a church, park or school parking lot for several hours on a Saturday and send flyers to the 
surrounding neighborhood, notifying residents of the opportunity. This program will resume soon. 

In the meantime, waste service customers in some areas have been mailed passes for use of the Simi Valley 
Landfill and Recycling Center or a transfer station sending material to the landfill. 

The three East County cities have long had such an arrangement with the Simi Landfill, which accepts material 
from residents on specified days at no charge. 

Officials say if anyone sees illegal dumping, avoid confrontation but make a note of the license plate number, 
vehicle type and the dumper’s appearance and call the sheriff’s department’s nonemergency number at (805) 
654-9511.

David Goldstein, environmental analyst with Ventura County Public Works, can be reached by calling (805) 
658-4312 or email david.goldstein@ventura.org.

https://www.theacorn.com/articles/officials-crack-down-on-illegal-dumping/ 

Officials cracking down on illegal dumping 
| June 10, 2021 

By David Goldstein 
Special to The Acorn 
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DROP OFF—Cameras installed by the Ventura County Public Works Agency are keeping track of illegal 
dumping on roadways. Violators will be cited. 

The Ventura County Public Works Agency has taken steps to bring under control the persistent scofflaws who 
dump garbage along area roadways. 

The agency recently installed a series of motion-activated hidden cameras in strategic locations along rural 
roads. The cameras upload images of people dumping old mattresses, garbage bags, used furniture and other 
trash illegally. The public works staff uses the pictures to identify vehicle makes and license plate numbers. 

The information enables the Public Works Agency to file a police report, which is investigated by the Ventura 
County Sheriff’s Office. In most cases, citations are issued and the responsible parties are required to appear 
in court. 

Steve Mattern, an environmental specialist with the Ventura 

County district attorney’s office, has assisted prosecutors in handling complaints against six people accused of 
illegal dumping since the cameras were installed. The complaints charged the defendants with violating the 
county’s anti-dumping ordinance. 
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Courtesy photos 

Although the trash dumping on public roads is usually a misdemeanor, consequences from the activity can be 
serious. The court holds defendants responsible for restitution to Ventura County. 

In addition to paying the costs of cleanup, the defendants are subject to court costs, fines and community 
service for the Public Works Agency. 

But despite the enforcement, illegal dumping continues. 

In 2020, public works crews and their contractors collected 278 mattresses that had been illegally dumped 
along county roads, said Anitha Balan, Ventura County’s deputy director of operations and maintenance. 

Officials note that some of the dumping could be the result of a misunderstanding about where unwanted items 
can be left legally and where they cannot. For example, county residents can drop off mattresses for free at 
four mattress recycling sites. 

Information is available at byebyemattress.com. 

Sometimes illegal dumping is done by individuals trying to make a quick buck by using their truck to haul for 
others. Residents can prevent illegal dumping by hiring legal haulers only. 

The company collecting residential refuse is the one that should be called for bulky item disposal as well. For 
tires, choose a registered waste tire hauler at the CalRecycle website at www.calrecycle.ca.gov/tires/haulers. 

Mattresses, sofas and other bulky items too big to fit into curbside bins will often be collected by the refuse 
hauler at no extra charge. 

Waste company contracts with area cities generally require the hauler to accept two to four bulky items per 
year from each home at no charge. In some cities, residents are allowed two separate collection days, while in 
most areas outside cities, contracts specify up to two items on a single visit once per year. 
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Community cleanup days are another way to easily discard bulky items without cost. Although the cleanup 
program was suspended during the pandemic, most city and county contracts with haulers require them to 
provide annual events where residents can drop off material for free. 

In Oxnard, neighborhood groups request the service and arrange for bins on their street. In other areas, city or 
county staff rent a church, park or school parking lot for several hours on a Saturday and send flyers to the 
surrounding neighborhood, notifying residents of the opportunity. This program will resume soon. 

In the meantime, waste service customers in some areas have been mailed passes for use of the Simi Valley 
Landfill and Recycling Center or a transfer station sending material to the landfill. 

The three East County cities have long had such an arrangement with the Simi Landfill, which accepts material 
from residents on specified days at no charge. 

Officials say if anyone sees illegal dumping, avoid confrontation but make a note of the license plate number, 
vehicle type and the dumper’s appearance and call the sheriff’s department’s nonemergency number at (805) 
654-9511.

David Goldstein, environmental analyst with Ventura County Public Works, can be reached by calling (805) 
658-4312 or email david.goldstein@ventura.org.

https://www.toacorn.com/articles/officials-cracking-down-on-illegal-dumping/ 

Officials crack down on illegal dumping 
| June 10, 2021 

By David Goldstein 
Special to The Acorn 
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DROP OFF—Cameras installed by the Ventura County Public Works Agency are keeping track of illegal 
dumping on roadways. Violators will be cited. 

The Ventura County Public Works Agency has taken steps to bring under control the persistent scofflaws who 
dump garbage along area roadways. 

The agency recently installed a series of motion-activated hidden cameras in strategic locations along rural 
roads. The cameras upload images of people dumping old mattresses, garbage bags, used furniture and other 
trash illegally. The public works staff uses the pictures to identify vehicle makes and license plate numbers. 

The information enables the Public Works Agency to file a police report, which is investigated by the Ventura 
County Sheriff’s Office. In most cases, citations are issued and the responsible parties are required to appear 
in court. 

Steve Mattern, an environmental specialist with the Ventura 

County district attorney’s office, has assisted prosecutors in handling complaints against six people accused of 
illegal dumping since the cameras were installed. The complaints charged the defendants with violating the 
county’s anti-dumping ordinance. 
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Courtesy photos 

Although the trash dumping on public roads is usually a misdemeanor, consequences from the activity can be 
serious. The court holds defendants responsible for restitution to Ventura County. 

In addition to paying the costs of cleanup, the defendants are subject to court costs, fines and community 
service for the Public Works Agency. 

But despite the enforcement, illegal dumping continues. 

In 2020, public works crews and their contractors collected 278 mattresses that had been illegally dumped 
along county roads, said Anitha Balan, Ventura County’s deputy director of operations and maintenance. 

Officials note that some of the dumping could be the result of a misunderstanding about where unwanted items 
can be left legally and where they cannot. For example, county residents can drop off mattresses for free at 
four mattress recycling sites. 

Information is available at byebyemattress.com. 

Sometimes illegal dumping is done by individuals trying to make a quick buck by using their truck to haul for 
others. Residents can prevent illegal dumping by hiring legal haulers only. 

The company collecting residential refuse is the one that should be called for bulky item disposal as well. For 
tires, choose a registered waste tire hauler at the CalRecycle website at www.calrecycle.ca.gov/tires/haulers. 

Mattresses, sofas and other bulky items too big to fit into curbside bins will often be collected by the refuse 
hauler at no extra charge. 

Waste company contracts with area cities generally require the hauler to accept two to four bulky items per 
year from each home at no charge. In some cities, residents are allowed two separate collection days, while in 
most areas outside cities, contracts specify up to two items on a single visit once per year. 

Community cleanup days are another way to easily discard bulky items without cost. Although the cleanup 
program was suspended during the pandemic, most city and county contracts with haulers require them to 
provide annual events where residents can drop off material for free. 
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In Oxnard, neighborhood groups request the service and arrange for bins on their street. In other areas, city or 
county staff rent a church, park or school parking lot for several hours on a Saturday and send flyers to the 
surrounding neighborhood, notifying residents of the opportunity. This program will resume soon. 

In the meantime, waste service customers in some areas have been mailed passes for use of the Simi Valley 
Landfill and Recycling Center or a transfer station sending material to the landfill. 

The three East County cities have long had such an arrangement with the Simi Landfill, which accepts material 
from residents on specified days at no charge. 

Officials say if anyone sees illegal dumping, avoid confrontation but make a note of the license plate number, 
vehicle type and the dumper’s appearance and call the sheriff’s department’s nonemergency number at (805) 
654-9511. 

David Goldstein, environmental analyst with Ventura County Public Works, can be reached by calling (805) 
658-4312 or email david.goldstein@ventura.org. 

https://www.thecamarilloacorn.com/articles/cracking-down-on-illegal-dumping/ 

 

 

 
EYE ON THE ENVIRONMENT | STOPPING ILLEGAL 

DUMPING: ENFORCEMENT AND PREVENTION 
Jun 9, 2021 | David Goldstein, Eye on the Environment, News, Ventura County | 0  |      

 
Pictured: Mattresses illegally dumped in Ventura County. Photo courtesy of Anitha Balan/Ventura County Roads and 
Transportation 
 
by David Goldstein 
 
To catch people unlawfully dumping garbage along roadways during the past year, the Ventura County Public 
Works Agency installed motion-activated, hidden cameras in strategic locations along rural roads. The 
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cameras upload images to the Internet and send incriminating evidence of  people dumping, showing their 
vehicle and license plates to county staff. In response, the Public Works Agency files a police report which is 
then investigated by the Ventura County Sheriff’s Office. In most cases a citation is issued, and the responsible 
party is required to appear in court. 
 
Steve Mattern, an environmental specialist with the Ventura County District Attorney’s Office, has assisted 
prosecutors in handling complaints  against six illegal dumpers since the cameras were installed. The 
complaints charged the defendants for violating an anti-dumping ordinance.  
 
Although just a misdemeanor in most cases, consequences are serious. The court holds defendants 
responsible for restitution to the county of Ventura. To investigate, sheriff’s deputies come to the homes of 
those charged, and in addition to paying the financial costs of cleanup, the defendants are subject to court 
costs, fines and community service to the Public Works Agency.  
 
Despite this enforcement, illegal dumping continues. In 2020, public works crews and contractors collected 278 
mattresses illegally dumped along county roads, according to Anitha Balan, deputy director of operations and 
maintenance with Ventura County Roads and Transportation. In this case, dumping may be partly due to lack 
of information. Perhaps those who dumped would have brought their mattresses to a mattress recycling drop-
off site if they had known mattresses may be dropped off free at four locations in Ventura County. Go to 
ByeByeMattress.com to find the location nearest to you. 
 
Sometimes illegal dumping is done by individuals trying to make a quick buck by using their truck to haul for 
others. You can prevent illegal dumping by hiring only legal haulers. The company collecting your residential 
refuse is the one you should call for bulky item disposal as well. For tires, choose a registered waste tire hauler 
at the CalRecycle website, www.calrecycle.ca.gov/tires/haulers/. 
 
Calling your regular refuse hauler is also a good first resort because mattresses, sofas and other bulky items 
too big to fit into regular curbside carts will often be collected free. Waste haulers’ contracts with cities or the 
county generally require them to accept two to four bulky items per year from each home free of charge. In 
some cities, residents are allowed two separate collection days, while in most areas outside cities, contracts 
specify up to two items on a single visit once per year.  
 
Community cleanup days are another way to conveniently discard bulky items without cost. Although the 
program was suspended during the pandemic, most city and county contracts with haulers require haulers to 
provide annual events where residents can drop off material for free.  
 
In the city of Oxnard, neighborhood groups request this service and arrange for bins on their street. In other 
areas, city or county staff rent a church, park or school parking lot for several hours on a Saturday and send 
fliers to the surrounding neighborhood, notifying residents of the opportunity. 
 
This program will resume soon, and in the meantime, waste service customers in some areas have been 
mailed passes for use of the Simi Valley Landfill and Recycling Center or a transfer station sending material to 
the landfill. The three east county cities have long had such an arrangement with the Simi Landfill, which 
accepts material free of charge from their residents on specified days.  
 
Rather than dispose at all, if you have an item to discard, consider whether someone else might want it. Listing 
items free on craigslist, Pennysaver or Freecycle often leads to free collection of discards.  
 
If you see illegal dumping, avoid confrontation to avoid violence, but make a note of the license plate number 
and the dumper’s appearance and vehicle type, then contact the non-emergency number of the Ventura 
County Sheriff’s Department at 805-654-9511.  
 
Ventura County Public Works Agency Environmental Analyst David Goldstein may be reached at 805-658-
4312. 
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https://vcreporter.com/2021/06/eye-on-the-environment-stopping-illegal-dumping-enforcement-and-prevention/ 
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Malos, Jamie

From: van Meeuwen, Tom@CCC <Tom.vanmeeuwen@CCC.CA.GOV>
Sent: Thursday, July 23, 2020 7:56 AM
To: Mutkowska, Ewelina; Lomeli, Emily
Cc: Coronado, Xochitl@CCC
Subject: Sample Events for July

CAUTION: If this email looks suspicious, DO NOT click. Forward to Spam.Manager@ventura.org 

 
Ewelina/Emily. 
 
We had to suspend sampling events in July due to COVID spread event here on center. The entire center has effectively 
been on lockdown per Ventura County Health Department. We are on track to be cleared in the next week or two 
providing our continuous testing shows no new cases.  I’m sorry but we wont be able to complete the sampling events 
for the month of July. 
 
 

Tom van Meeuwen 
Conservation Supervisor 
Camarillo Center 
 
3200 Wright Road 
Camarillo, CA 93010 
 
P: (805) 288-3523    
C: (805) 636-0545 
 
Tom.vanmeeuwen@ccc.ca.gov 
ccc.ca.gov 
 
   

 
 
 

H■rd Wolk. \.ow Pa)', 
Mlnl'llblO Cone:lllfona and Moro 
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Malos, Jamie

From: Coronado, Xochitl@CCC <Xochitl.Coronado@CCC.CA.GOV>
Sent: Tuesday, July 14, 2020 5:08 PM
To: Kate; Lomeli, Emily; Ron Manwill; Mutkowska, Ewelina
Subject: Re: Water quality project cancelled for July

CAUTION: If this email looks suspicious, DO NOT click. Forward to Spam.Manager@ventura.org 

 
Ewelina, 

There has not been any projects done at either locations this month as they were scheduled for later this 
month.  

Xochitl 

Get Outlook for Android 
 

From: Mutkowska, Ewelina <Ewelina.Mutkowska@ventura.org> 
Sent: Tuesday, July 14, 2020 4:59:59 PM 
To: Coronado, Xochitl@CCC <Xochitl.Coronado@CCC.CA.GOV>; Kate <Kate@venturalandtrust.org>; Lomeli, Emily 
<Emily.Lomeli@ventura.org>; Ron Manwill <RManwill@toaks.org> 
Subject: RE: Water quality project cancelled for July  
  
Xochitl 
  
So sorry to hear about CCC crews being impacted by the covid‐19. I hope all will get better soon without any health 
complications. These are definitely difficult times. 
  
Has there been any trash monitoring done at Malibu Creek and Revolon Slough in July 2020 yet? Or all events in both 
watersheds need to be canceled?  
  
Thanks, Ewelina 
  
Ewelina Mutkowska, M.Sc. 
Senior Stormwater Manager 
Watershed Protection 
  

800 S. Victoria Ave. / #1610 
Ventura, CA 93009‐1610 
P: 805.645.1382 C: 805.765.5068 
VCPWA Online | Facebook | Twitter 
  

  
  
  

From: Coronado, Xochitl@CCC <Xochitl.Coronado@CCC.CA.GOV>  
Sent: Tuesday, July 14, 2020 4:52 PM 
To: Kate <Kate@venturalandtrust.org>; Mutkowska, Ewelina <Ewelina.Mutkowska@ventura.org>; Lomeli, Emily 

• ---
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<Emily.Lomeli@ventura.org>; Ron Manwill <RManwill@toaks.org> 
Subject: Water quality project cancelled for July 
  

CAUTION: If this email looks suspicious, DO NOT click. Forward to Spam.Manager@ventura.org 

  
Hello all, 
  
Its unfortunate that I inform you all of the COVID 19 spread we have on center totalling to 18 corpsmembers testing 
positive. Due to this event we will be a closed campus and not going out to projects for the month of July. I will update 
you all if there are any further changes.  
  
I will not be in the office until next Monday July 20th however I will check emails at least once a day. 
  
I hope you understand and are staying safe during this unsettling time. 
  
Best, 
  
Xochitl Coronado 
  
Get Outlook for Android 
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Malos, Jamie

From: Mutkowska, Ewelina
Sent: Tuesday, July 21, 2020 9:27 AM
To: LB Nye; Zhu, Jun@Waterboards; Prescott, Alexander@Waterboards
Cc: Pratt, Jeff; Shephard, Glenn; Anselm, Arne; Lomeli, Emily; John Minkel; Paul Jorgensen; Ron Manwill
Subject: Upper Malibu Creek Trash TMDL - Notification of covid-19 issue

Dr. Nye, 
 
On behalf of upper Malibu Creek Trash TMDL Responsible Agencies, this is to notify you that our TMDL consultant, 
California Conservation Corps, has informed us that due to high number of CCC staff tested positive for covid‐19, they 
are unable to perform trash monitoring work scheduled for July 2020 in the Ventura County’s portion of the MCW 
subwatershed. At this point, it is not clear when CCC is able to resume their operations.  
 
On such a short notice and due to covid‐19 impacted operations of the Responsible Parties, we are unable to complete 
trash TMDL field work in July 2020. We are working on developing an alternative plan to complete future field work 
activities, hopefully starting in August 2020. We will keep you and your staff informed as we formulate our options and 
setup timelines. 
 
If you have any questions or need further information, please contact me at (805) 645‐1382. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
Ewelina Mutkowska, M.Sc. 
Senior Stormwater Manager 
Watershed Protection District 
 

800 S. Victoria Ave. / #1610 
Ventura, CA 93009‐1610 
P: 805.645.1382 C: 805.765.5068 
VCPWA Online | Facebook | Twitter 
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Natural (i.e. cotton) 

Synthetic (i.e. nylon) 

Other/Unknown 

Bottle 

Shattered Glass 

Metal 

Event date 

Site 

Staff 

Comments 

Above High 

Water Line: 

Below High 

Water Line: 

Above High Water Line 

Volome I ,.tY 
Weight. ff 

Below High Water Line 

Volume .(< 0 . 05 
Weight 3.5 oz__ 

' 

ICoblc Feet 

Pounds 

Cubic Feet 



Other/Unknown 

Box 

Cardboard 

Cup 

Office 

Paper Bag 

Other/Unknown 

Ammo 

Balloon 

Bottle 

Bottle Cap 

CD/DVD 

Cup 

Food Container 

Glove 

Hose 

lid/ Straw 

Pipe/ Rope 

Plastic Bag 

Six-Pack Ring 

Tarp 

Tire 

Wrapper l 
Styrofoam 

Other/Unknown l 
Block 

Cup 

Food Container 
. 

Toxic 

Other/Unknown 

Battery (small) 

Battery (vehicle) 

Chemical Container 

Electronic 



Malibu Creek Trash TMDL 

Trash Identification Form 

Material: Category: 

Miscellaneous 

Other/Unknown 

Automotive 

Cigarette 

Food Container 

Furniture 

Household Items 

Sport ing Goods 

Biohazards 

Other/Unknown 

Diaper 

Excrement 

Syringe/Pipette 

Construction 

Other/Unknown 

Brick 

Concrete 

Rebar 

Wood 

Fabric 

Other/Unknown 

Natural (i.e. cotton) 

Synthetic (i.e. nylon) 

Other/Unknown 

Bottle 

Shattered Glass 

Metal 

Event date 

Site 

Staff 

Comments 
~ 

lots 1J v'ejf-w;QtM,· 
(U1A\d1fr enn1 creet.:-

Above High 

W ater Line: 

Below High 

Waterline: 

Above High Water Line 

Volume ~-ff-,--------11 Cebk Feet 
Weight . ,;(;! . Pounds 

Below High Water Line 

Volume ~-,,o--,,,__ ___ -----11 Cubic Feet 

Weight . .,,Z/ . Pounds 



Other/Unknown 

Box 

Cardboard 

Cup ' 
Office 

Paper Bag 

Plastic 

Other/Unknown 

Ammo 

Balloon 

Bottle 

Bottle Cap 

CD/DVD 

Cup 

Food Container 

Glove 

Hose 

lid /straw 

Pipe/ Rope 

Plastic Bag 
. 

Six-Pack Ring 

Tarp 

Tire 

Wrapper 

Styrofoam 

Other/Unknown 

Block ' 

Cup 

Food Container 

Toxic 

Other/Unknown 

Battery (small) 

Battery (vehicle) 

Chemical Container 

Electronic 
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