CALIFORNIA OCEAN PLAN

WATER QUALITY CONTROL PLAN FOR
OCEAN WATERS OF CALIFORNIA

INTRODUCTION

A. Purpose and Authority

1.

in furtherance of legislative policy set forth in Section 13000 of Division 7 of the
California Water Code (CWC) (Stats. 1969, Chap. 482) pursuant to the authority

- contained in Section 13170 and 13170.2 (Stats. 1971, Chap. 1 288) the State Water

Resources Control Board hereby finds and declares that protection of the quality of
the ocean* waters for use and enjoyment by the people of the State requires control
of the discharge of waste* to ocean* waters in accordance with the provisions
contained herein, The Board finds further that this plan shall be reviewed at least
every three years to guarantee that the current standards are adequate and are not
allowing degradation* to marine species or posing a threat to public health.

B. Principles

1.

Harmony Among Water Quality Control Pians and Policies.

a. In the adoption and amendment of water‘quality control p!ans,- it is the intent of
this Board that each plan will provide for the attainment and maintenance of the
water quality standards of downstream waters.

b. To the extent there is a conflict between a provision of this plan and a provision of
another statewide plan or policy, or a regional water quality control plan (basin
plan), the more stringent provision shall apply except where pursuant to Chap, 1.1
of this Plan, the SWRCB has approved an exception to the Plan requirements,

C. Applicability

1.

This plan is applicable, in its entirety, to point source discharges to the ocean*.
Nonpoint sources of waste* discharges to the ocean* are subject to Chapter |
Beneficial Uses, Chapter Il - WATER QUALITY OBJECTIVES (wherein compliance
with water quality objectives shali, in all cases, be determined by direct
measurements in the receiving waters) and Chapter lll - PROGRAM OF
IMPLEMENTATION Parts A.2, D, E, and H. .

This plan is not applicable to discharges to enclosed* bays and estuaries* or inland

- waters, nor is it applicable to vessel wastes, or the control of dredged* material.

Provisions regulating the thermal aspects of waste* discharged to the ocean* are set
forth in the Water Quality Control Plan for the Control of Temperature in the Coastal
and Interstate Waters and Enclosed* Bays and Estuaries* of California.




